
Form No. 7 

Application to An Bord Pleanála for substitute consent 

APPLICATION TO AN BORD PLEANÁLA FOR SUBSTITUTE CONSENT 

BEFORE FILLING OUT THIS FORM PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING 

Failure to complete this form or attach the necessary documentation, or the submission of incorrect 

information or omission of required information will lead to the invalidation of your application. 

Therefore please ensure that each section of this application form is fully completed and signed, 

entering n/a (not applicable) where appropriate, and that all necessary documentation is attached to the 

application form. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

It should be noted that each planning authority has its own development plan, which sets out local 

development policies and objectives for its own area. The authority may therefore need supplementary 

information (i.e. other than that required in this form) in order to determine whether the application 

conforms with the development plan and may request this on a supplementary application form. 

Failure to supply the supplementary information will not invalidate your planning application but may 

delay the decision-making process or lead to a refusal of permission. Therefore applicants should 

contact the relevant planning authority to determine what local policies and objectives would apply to 

the development proposed and whether additional information is required. 

OTHER STATUTORY CODES 

An applicant will not be entitled solely by reason of a planning permission to carry out the 

development. The applicant may need other consents, depending on the type of development. For 

example, all new buildings, extensions and alterations to, and certain changes of use of existing 

buildings must comply with building regulations, which set out basic design and construction 

requirements. Also any works causing the deterioration or destruction of the breeding and resting 

places of bats, otters, natterjack toads, Kerry slugs and certain marine animals constitute a criminal 

offence unless covered by a derogation licence issued by the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht (pursuant to Article 16 of the Habitats Directive). 
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DATA PROTECTION 

It is the responsibility of persons or entities wishing to use any personal data on a planning application 

form for direct marketing purposes to be satisfied that they may do so legitimately under the 

requirements of the Data Protection Acts 1988 to 2018. The Office of the Data Protection 

Commissioner states that the sending of marketing material to individuals without consent may result 

in action by the Data Protection Commissioner against the sender including prosecution. 

APPLICATION FORM 

1. NAME OF RELEVANT PLANNING AUTHORITY:

2. LOCATION OF DEVELOPMENT:

Postal Address or Townland or Location (as 

may best identify the land or structure in 

question) 

Ordnance Survey Map Ref No (and the Grid 

Reference where available) 1 

3. APPLICANT2:

Name(s) 

Address to be supplied at the end of this form 

(Question 19) 

4. WHERE APPLICANT IS A COMPANY (REGISTERED UNDER THE COMPANIES

ACTS): 

Galway County Council

Gort Windfarms Limited

in the townlands of Coppanagh, Slieveanore, 
Loughatorick North, Boleyneendorrish, Kilbeg, 
Toormacnevin, Funshadaun, Derrybrien North, 
Derrybrien South, Bohaboy, Derrybrien West, 
Derrybrien East, Derreennamucka, Co. Galway
O.S. Map: Galway 5000 sheets 3747,3748, 
3805,3806,3862,3864,3921 & 3922. 
Grid Ref: 561,721.91 easting, 701,596.12 northing [ITM]
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Name(s) of company director(s) 

Registered Address (of company) 

Company Registration number 

5. PERSON/AGENT ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE APPLICANT (IF ANY):

Name 

Address to be supplied at the end of this form (Question 20) 

6. PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PREPARATION OF DRAWINGS AND PLANS3:

Name 

Firm/Company 

7. DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT:

Brief description of nature and extent of 

development4 

8. LEGAL INTEREST OF APPLICANT IN THE LAND OR STRUCTURE:

Please tick appropriate box A. Owner B. Occupier 

C. Other 

Where legal interest is ‘Other’, 

please expand further on your 

interest in the land or structure 

Helen O'Keeffe, Senior Planner, ESB Engineering and Major Projects 
(Agent)

David Farrell, John Gartland, 
Donal Phelan

Two Gateway, East Wall Road, 
Dublin 3, D03 A995

367625

See Attachment 1

Persuant to the notice issued under S.177B, Gort 
Windfarms Limited carried out the development and is the 
occupier of the land on which the development is situate

Eileen O'Shea, AutoCAD & GIS Technician

ESB Engineering and Major Projects
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9. SITE AREA:

Area of site to which the application relates 

in hectares ...514............................ha

10. WHERE THE APPLICATION RELATES TO A BUILDING OR BUILDINGS:

Gross floor space5 of existing building(s) in square metres 

Gross floor space of any demolition in square metres (if 

appropriate) 

11. IN THE CASE OF MIXED DEVELOPMENT (E.G. RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,

INDUSTRIAL, ETC), PLEASE PROVIDE BREAKDOWN OF THE DIFFERENT 

CLASSES OF DEVELOPMENT AND BREAKDOWN OF THE GROSS FLOOR AREA OF 

EACH CLASS OF DEVELOPMENT: 

Class of Development Gross floor area in square metres 

12. IN THE CASE OF RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT PLEASE PROVIDE

BREAKDOWN OF RESIDENTIAL MIX: 

Number of Studio 1 Bed 2Bed 3 Bed 4 Bed 4+ Bed Total 

Houses 

455.72 sq.m.

n/a

n/a n/a

n/a



449 

Apartments 

Number of car-

parking spaces to be 

provided 

Total: 

13. DEVELOPMENT DETAILS:

Please tick appropriate box Yes No 

Does the development consist of work to a protected structure and/or 

its curtilage or proposed protected structure and/or its curtilage? 

Does the development consist of work to the exterior of a structure 

which is located within an architectural conservation area (ACA)? 

Does the application relate to development which affects or is close to 

a monument or place recorded under section 12 of the National 

Monuments (Amendment) Ac, 19946? 

Does the application relate to work within or close to a European Site 

or a Natural Heritage Area? 

Does the development require the preparation of a remedial 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report? 

Does the development require the preparation of a remedial Natura 

impact statement? 

Does the application relate to a development which comprises or is for 

the purposes of an activity requiring an integrated pollution prevention 

and control licence? 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1994/en/act/pub/0017/sec0012.html#sec12
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1994/en/act/pub/0017/index.html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1994/en/act/pub/0017/index.html
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Does the application relate to a development which comprises or is for 

the purposes of an activity requiring a waste licence? 

Do the Major Accident Regulations apply to the development? 

Does the application relate to a development in a Strategic 

Development Zone? 

Does the development involve the demolition of any structure? 

14. SITE HISTORY:

Details regarding site history (if known) 

Has the site in question ever, to your knowledge, been flooded? 

Yes [  ] No [  ] 

If yes, please give details e.g. year, extent. 

Are you aware of previous uses of the site e.g. dumping or quarrying? Yes [  ] No [  ]]

If yes, please give details. 

Are you aware of any valid planning applications previously made in respect of this 

land/structure? 

Yes [  ] No [  ] 

If yes, please state planning reference number(s) and the date(s) of receipt of the planning 

application(s) by the planning authority if known: 

Reference No.: .................................................  Date: ..................................... 

Details set out in Para. 1.4  of the attached Planning Report
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15. SERVICES:

Source of Water Supply 

Public Mains [  ] Group Water Scheme [  ] Private Well [  ] 

Other (please 

specify): 

Name of Group Water Scheme (where applicable): .................................................... 

Wastewater Management/Treatment 

Public Sewer [  ] Conventional septic tank system [  ] 

Other on-site treatment system [  ]  Please specify... 

Surface Water Disposal 

Public Sewer/Drain [  ] Soakpit [  ] 

Watercourse [  ] Other [  ] Please specify..Surface water is discharged to land-drains....................

16. DETAILS OF PUBLIC NOTICE:

Approved newspaper7 in which notice was published 

Date of publication 

Date on which site notice was erected 

17. APPLICATION FEE:

Fee Payable 

see Attachments 2 & 3

Non-potable water is sourced from wells at Derrybrien and Agannygal 
Substations. Potable water is brought to the site by a private supplier.  
Otherwise there is no water supply source serving the project and no 
connection to the public mains.

At Derrybrien Substation, an Envirocare P6 
sewage treatment plant unit caters for the
wastewater generated. At Agannygal substation 
there is a Biocycle wastewater treatment 
system.There are no other wastewater 
treatment systems.

Connacht Tribune,
Irish Independent

Connacht Tribune - Friday 21st August 2020
Irish Independent - Friday 21st August 2020

Friday 21st August 2020

€38,000
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Basis of Calculation 

18. DECLARATION:

I hereby declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information given in this form is 

correct and accurate and fully compliant with the Planning & Development Act 2000, as amended, 

and the Regulations made thereunder. 

Signed 

(Applicant or Agent as appropriate) 

Date 

Helen O'Keeffe, Senior Planner, ESB Engineering 
and Major Projects 
(Agent for Gort Windfarms Ltd.)

Friday 21st August 2020

See Attachment 4
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CONTACT DETAILS — NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 

19. APPLICANT ADDRESS/CONTACT DETAILS:

Address 

Email address 

Telephone number (optional) 

20. AGENT’S (IF ANY) ADDRESS/CONTACT DETAILS:

Address 

Email address 

Telephone number (optional) 

Should all correspondence be sent to the agent’s address? Please tick appropriate box.(Please note 

that if the answer is ‘No’, all correspondence will be sent to the applicant’s address)  

Yes [  ] No [  ] 

A contact address must be given, whether that of the applicant or that of the agent. 

This form should be accompanied by the following documentation: 

Please note that if the appropriate documentation is not included, your application will be deemed 

invalid. 

Helen O'Keeffe, Senior Planner, ESB Engineering and Major 
Projects, One Dublin Airport Central, Dublin Airport, Cloghran, 
Co. Dublin

helen.okeeffe@esb.ie

087 280 2944

FAO Vicki O'Brien, Company Secretary - vicki.obrien@esb.ie

n/a

Two Gateway, East Wall Road, Dublin 3, D03 A995
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ALL Applications: 

 The relevant page of newspaper that contains notice of your application 

 A copy of the site notice 

 6 copies of site location map8 

 6 copies of site or layout plan as appropriate8 

 6 copies of plans and other particulars required to describe the works to which the development 

relates (include detailed drawings of floor plans, elevations and sections) as appropriate8 

 The appropriate Fee 

Where the disposal of wastewater for the development is other than to a public sewer: 

 Information on the on-site treatment system and evidence as to the suitability of the site for the 

system. 

Where the application refers to a protected structure/ proposed protected structure/ or the 

exterior of a structure which is located within an architectural conservation area (ACA): 

 Photographs, plans and other particulars necessary to show how the development affects the 

character of the structure. 

Where an application requires an Environmental Impact Report or a Natura Impact Statement: 

 An Environmental Impact Assessment Report, and 

 A copy of the confirmation notice received from the EIA portal in accordance with article 

97B(2) of the permission regulations 

 A Natura Impact Statement 
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Directions for completing this form 

1. Grid reference in terms of the Irish Transverse Mercator.

2. “The applicant” means the person seeking the consent, not an agent acting on his or her behalf.

3. Where the plans have been drawn up by a firm/company the name of the person primarily

responsible for the preparation of the drawings and plans, on behalf of that firm/company, should

be given.

4. A brief description of the nature and extent of the development, including reference to the number

and height of buildings, protected structures, etc.

5. Gross floor space means the area ascertained by the internal measurement of the floor space on

each floor of a building, that is, floor areas must be measured from inside the external wall.

6. The Record of Monuments and Places, under section 12 of the National Monuments Amendment

Act 1994, is available, for each county, in the local authorities and public libraries in that county.

Please note also that if the proposed development affects or is close to a national monument

which, under the National Monuments Acts 1930 to 2004, is in the ownership or guardianship of

the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht or a local authority, or is the subject of a

preservation order or a temporary preservation order, a separate statutory consent is required,

under the National Monuments Acts, from the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

For information on whether national monuments are in the ownership or guardianship of the

Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht or a local authority or are the subject of

preservation orders, contact the National Monuments Section, Department of Culture, Heritage

and the Gaeltacht.

7. A list of approved newspapers, for the purpose of giving notice of intention to make a planning

application, is available from the planning authority.

8. All plans, drawings and maps submitted to the planning authority should be in accordance with the

requirements of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2018.



Application Form Attachment 1:  

Answer to Question 7 – Description of Development 

Brief description of nature and extent of development 

The development consists of the constructed (1) Derrybrien wind farm and all on-site development 

works; (2) a 110kV electricity grid connection; (3) all ancillary works associated with the construction 

of those elements – including all works carried out in response to a peat slide event that occurred 

during construction; and the continued operation of the elements listed above.  The development is 

located on a 514 Hectare site. Item (1) – Derrybrien wind farm, comprises 70 No. Vestas V52-850 kW 

wind turbines (with a hub height of up to 49m, a blade length of 26m, and overall height of up to 75m), 

accessways and service roads, borrow pits / quarries, peat repositories, 2 No. 49m high anemometer 

masts, a 110kV / 20kV substation (Derrybrien Substation - comprising a fenced compound housing 

control buildings, outdoor electrical plant and equipment) and all associated ancillary works.  Item (2) 

- the 110kV electricity grid connection consisting of overhead electrical lines [comprising the 7.8 km 

long Derrybrien-Agannygal 110kV line connecting Derrybrien Substation with Agannygal Substation, 

and an overhead connection from Agannygal Substation to the pre-existing Ennis-Shannonbridge 

110kV overhead line]  with overhead electrical conductor supported by a total of  45 No. support 

structures (34 No. double wooden polesets, 4 No. end masts, 6 No. angle masts and 1 No. intermediate 

mast), and Agannygal 110kV Substation [comprising a fenced compound housing control buildings, 

outdoor electrical plant and equipment].  Item (3) - ancillary works carried out include: tree felling, 

the development of temporary and permanent accessways, temporary construction works sites and 

all works carried out in response to a peat slide event that occurred in October 2003 including: 

engineering and drainage works, construction of in-stream barrages, development of borrow pits / 

quarries and peat repositories and works to access roads, roads and bridges.   

The application relates to development which comprises or is for the purposes of an activity requiring 

a waste licence. 



Application Form Attachment 2:  

Public Notices – Connacht Tribune and Irish Independent, Friday 21st August 2020 







Application Form Attachment 3:  

Public Notices – Copy of Site Notice, erected Friday 21st August 2020 



APPLICATION TO AN BORD PLEANÁLA FOR SUBSTITUTE CONSENT  

SITE NOTICE 

Gort Windfarms Limited intend to apply for substitute consent for development at this site in the townlands 
of  Coppanagh,  Slieveanore,  Loughatorick  North,  Boleyneendorrish,  Kilbeg,  Toormacnevin,  Funshadaun, 
Derrybrien North, Derrybrien South, Bohaboy, Derrybrien West, Derrybrien East, Derreennamucka, County 
Galway. 

The development consists of the constructed (1) Derrybrien wind farm and all on‐site development works; 
(2)  a  110kV  electricity  grid  connection;  (3)  all  ancillary works  associated with  the  construction  of  those 
elements – including all works carried out in response to a peat slide event that occurred during construction; 
and the continued operation of the elements listed above.  The development is located on a 514 Hectare 
site. 

Item (1) – Derrybrien wind farm, comprises 70 No. Vestas V52‐850 kW wind turbines (with a hub height of 
up to 49m, a blade length of 26m, and overall height of up to 75m), accessways and service roads, borrow 
pits / quarries, peat repositories, 2 No. 49m high anemometer masts, a 110kV / 20kV substation (Derrybrien 
Substation  ‐  comprising  a  fenced  compound  housing  control  buildings,  outdoor  electrical  plant  and 
equipment) and all associated ancillary works.  Item (2) ‐ the 110kV electricity grid connection consisting of 
overhead  electrical  lines  [comprising  the  7.8  km  long  Derrybrien‐Agannygal  110kV  line  connecting 
Derrybrien Substation with Agannygal Substation, and an overhead connection from Agannygal Substation 
to  the  pre‐existing  Ennis‐Shannonbridge  110kV  overhead  line]   with  overhead  electrical  conductor 
supported by a total of  45 No. support structures (34 No. double wooden polesets, 4 No. end masts, 6 No. 
angle masts and 1 No. intermediate mast), and Agannygal 110kV Substation [comprising a fenced compound 
housing control buildings, outdoor electrical plant and equipment].   Item (3) ‐ ancillary works carried out 
include:  tree  felling,  the development of  temporary and permanent accessways,  temporary construction 
works  sites  and  all  works  carried  out  in  response  to  a  peat  slide  event  that  occurred  in  October  2003 
including: engineering and drainage works, construction of in‐stream barrages, development of borrow pits 
/ quarries and peat repositories and works to access roads, roads and bridges.   

The application relates  to development which comprises or  is  for  the purposes of an activity  requiring a 
waste licence. 

This  application  for  substitute  consent  is  accompanied by  a  remedial  Environmental  Impact Assessment 
Report (rEIAR) and a remedial Natura Impact Statement (rNIS).  

Submissions or  observations may be made on  the  application,  including  the  rEIAR and  rNIS,  to An Bord 
Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1 without charge. Submissions or observations must be in writing 
and made within  the period of  5 weeks beginning on  the date of  receipt of  the application by An Bord 
Pleanála and such submissions and observations will be considered by An Bord Pleanála in making a decision 
on the application.  An Bord Pleanála may grant the consent subject to or without conditions, or may refuse 
to grant it. The application for consent, including the rEIAR and rNIS, may be inspected, or purchased at a 
fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy, at the offices of An Bord Pleanála or the Planning 
Authority [Galway County Council] during its public opening hours. The application may also be viewed or 
downloaded  at  the  stand‐alone  project  website:  https://www.derrybrienwindfarm.ie/  and  on  the 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government’s EIA Portal located at: 

http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb206e7e5f84
b71f1. 

Signed:  Helen O’Keeffe BE MRUP MSc MIEI MIPI, Senior Planner (Agent) 

ESB Engineering & Major Projects, One Dublin Airport Central, Dublin Airport, Cloghran, Co. Dublin, K67 XF72.  

Date of erection of the site notice: 21st August 2020 



Application Form Attachment 4: 

 Answer to Question 17 – Basis for calculation of application fee 

The  application  fee  has  been  calculated  as  follows,  based  on  the  inclusion  of  three  classes  of 
development: 

Class  Relevant Area  Applicable Fee  Calculation 

Class 4. The provision of 
buildings other than 
buildings coming within 
class 1, 2 or 3. 

Substation 
buildings, storage 
containers = 
455.72 sq. m. 

€80 for each 
building, or €3.60 for 
each square metre 
of gross floor space 
to be provided, 
whichever is the 
greater.  

= 3.60 x 455.72 

= €1,640.59 

Class 10 The provision of 
overhead transmission or 
distribution lines for 
conducting electricity, or 
overhead 
telecommunications lines 

7.8km OHL  €80, or €50 for each 
1,000 metres length, 
or part thereof, 
whichever is the 
greater.  

=50 x 8 

= €400 

Class 13. Development not 
coming within any of the 
foregoing classes. 

All other 
development 
(includes 
roadways, verges, 
foundation base 
areas, crane 
hardstandings, 
substation 
compounds) over 
the 514 Ha site  

€80, or €10 for each 
0.1 hectare of site 
area, whichever is 
the greater. 

= (514 / 0.1) * 
10 

= €51,400 

On the basis of the above the application fee is €53,440.59  

However, per Paragraph 4,  Section 3 of  Schedule 9 of  the Planning and Development Regulations 
‘Maximum and minimum  fees  for  planning  applications’,  the maximum  fee  payable  to  a  Planning 
Authority by an applicant in respect of any planning application other than an application mentioned 
in paragraph 1 (application for outline permission), 2 (application for or 3 (application for retention of 
unauthorised development) shall be €38,000.  

The maximum fee of €38,000 therefore applies.  



Application Form Attachment 5:  

Information on the on‐site treatment system and evidence as to the suitability of the site for the 
system 

There are relatively minor on‐site wastewater treatment facilities, at both Derrybrien and Agannygal 
substations.   

At Derrybrien Substation there is an Envirocare P6 sewage treatment unit which provides wastewater 
treatment  and  serves  the welfare  facilities  –  comprising  one  toilet  and  two  sinks.   Contemporary 
records on file indicate that the installation of this facility was carried out, commissioned and certified 
by Envirocare Sewage Treatment Systems.  This system is serviced annually.  At Agannygal Substation 
again  treatments  facilities  are  provided  to meet  occasional  needs  associated with  on‐site welfare 
facilities.  Wastewater  is  treated  by  a  Biocycle  wastewater  treatment  system.  The  details  of  the 
installed facilities are provided on the attached drawings. 

All  facilities were  installed  in‐line with prevailing  standards  and  requirements  at  the  time of  their 
construction. 

The facilities form part of the Project fully assessed in the attached rEIAR and rNIS. 
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